
Demonstrators' trial 
discussed today 

A meeting to discuss procedures for the Jan. 13 hearing 
of five students who participated in last November's Dow demon
strations will be held by the Student Conduct Committee (SCC) 
at 4 p.m. today. 

The Dean of Students' Office said that today's meeting will 
be closed since it is a meeting of the sec and not a preliminary 
hearing. Prof. Leon Letwin, head of a team of three law pro
fessors who will defend the students, desagreed with the idea. 

"Dean Atkinson has stepped down as a member of the SCC, 
in this case since he will be, in effect, the prosecutor. Therefore 
his office has no right to decide on the status of the meeting," 
he said. 

Law Prof. William Warren, the chairman of the committee, 
concurred with Letwin's opinion. He said that the committee 
would take a vote as the first order of business on the matter 
of an open or shut meeting. 

Letwin, Prof. Richard Wassertrom and Prof. Lawrence Sager 
are acting as legal advisors for Jerry Palmer, Joan Anderson, 
Dan Lund, Sandi Hebert and Gary Coutin. 

The five face possible suspension on various charges for 
their participation in the demonstrations. 

They were among 12 whci were carried awfl.Y from the Place
ment Center Nov. 7 after they sat-in to disrupt Dow recruiting. 
The other seven cases were handled by the Dean of Students' 
Office with action less severe than "formal separation from 
the University." 

Visiting prof 'to teach two 
African history classes 

The history dept. h.as an
nounced the following additions 
to the African history division· 

History 125A-TTh 11 a.m.
·12·15 p.m., HH 18. This course 
will deal with tropical Africa be
fore 1750. 

History 240N(2)-Th 1~30-4 
p.m., SS 3117. This course will 

Featuring·- JOhnny Lawrence --

cover West-Central Africa before 
1750. 

David Birminham of the Uni
versity of London, a visiting 
professor here during the winter 
quarter, will teach the added 
courseS. 

History P'rof. Leonard 
Thompson will be leaving in 
June to accept an appointment 
at Yale University, · 
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Grade change discussion . 
(Continued from Page 1) department chairmen. 
Senate and the Academic Senate "Most instructors have been 
would then have to act. here for a fairly long time, and 

"This is usually alengthypro- they grade as fairly and accu
cess, but there is no way ofknow- rately as they can. One particular 
ing how long it would fake," professor may be a bit more 
Paige said. difficult grader, but I think that 

Paige could not say whether he most try to be as fair as they 
would favor the establishment of can," he said. 
such a boar_d._ "I _don't know Using his own department, of 
exactly what 1t IS gomg to do. In which he is chairman as an ex
other words, what is the purpose ample Paige said "'fhe depart
of such a board? In all the time ment ~r at least I' take the stand 
that I've been here, I don't think that 'I would ne~er reverse a 
the question has ever come up professor's grade if he insisted 
before the Academic Senate," he that it was the grade that the 
said. student should have. I don't 
Problem of time know if this is the practice in all 

P . . d" t d th .t d fi "t departments. mge 1n 1ca e a a e rm e "Quite ofte · T · f 
shortcoming of such a board . .. n VlSl mg pro essors 

uld b th ti . 1 - d f - Will come m to see me and talk wo e e me 1nvo ve or . 
tud - t' · 1 over a particular student's 

s en s appea s. d If t" u1 d · "L. t th t . t gra e. one par IC ar gra e 1s 
e us assume a JUS_ one changed, I insist that he recon-

student from every class obJected "d ll th .. th t t" ul t hi d Th" '·th t Sl er a . ose m a par 1c ar 
o s . ~a e.. IS means a grade level. 

every smgle mstructor would 
have to go before the appeals· "In other words, a student 
board at least one time during . doesn't just appeal for himself, 
the. quarter: .There an:iover 1400 ·he appeals for the instructor's 
instructors on this campus now. grade system," Paige said. 
I don't see how a board could He added that while mallie-
even handle it. matic grades are relatively easy 

"In other words it doesn't to determine, it may be more 
-seem to me that the effects of difficult to assess the fairness of 
such a board have been very well grades. ~n departments in the 
thought out," Paige said. humamhes where there are not 

Explaining the present system as many texts and where they 
of grade appeals here, Paige are of a subjective nature. 
said that the instructor is pretty ·Paul Farrington, associate 
much on his own as to what dean of student affairs, cited the 
grades he gives to students. Most difficulty in having people of 
departments have an informal different. disciplines assess a 
policy, however, where students grade which is not in their de
who feel that they have received partment as one of the problems 
unfair treatment may appeal to· of a gradeappealsboard. 
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"The person most equipped to 
do this would be the chairman 
of the department. He is respon
sible for the competence of the 
instructor's teaching and he has 
knowledge of the course, or at 
least can get expert assistance if 
he needs it," Farrington said. 

Commenting on the problem 
of unfair assessment of grades, 
Farrington added that the prob
lem of human judgment always 
enters into any case. "In many 
instances the students are just 
as wrong as the professor. The 
question oftl]_e borderline student 
always remains a real problem," 
he said. 

"It is an important problem, 
but I don't know how it is going 
to be solved, There are a lot of 
judgments in this world which 
are unfair, and students are not 
always going to be able to find 

. an impartial board to reverse 
these judgments," he said. 

In most cases, clerical errors 
can be changed on the written 
instruction of the professodo the 
Registrar's Office, according to 
Farrington. Students may have 
difficulty with grade changes af
ter they have graduated, how
ever, i:>ecause the Registrar's Of
fice is reluctant to make changes 
in the upper division of a stu
dent's transcript. 

Students should be particular
ly careful to check their last 
quarter's transcript against the 
post cards that they receive from 
their professors. Any changes 
should be made immediately. 
Responsibility for this rests sole
ly with the student," he said. 


